Re-Imagining Institutions, Facilitating De-Institutionalization:
The Indian Experience
Venue: Workshop Room 3, lICC, Lavasa
Time: 11.45 AM - 12.45 PM

Can Institutions be homes? Is housing people in group homes in the community sufficient? What do we need to do to realize the right of living independently and in the community? What is the learning been from India on its various efforts to remodel institutions or create community spaces? How would we as persons who are committed to psychosocial diversity and inclusive community spaces envision deinstitutionalization and community living. This panel of Gabor Gombos, Poonam Natrajan, Radhika Alkazi, Shubhada Maitra, Nilesh Singit and Amita Dhanda drawing from their personal and professional experiences dialogue on the aforesaid questions as we prepare to realize the community living rights promised by the UNCRPD.
From Institutions to Community: the Pathway Ahead
The Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities generally and Article 19 more particularly is an enterprise to include persons with disabilities in the polity and the community. This exercise requires reflection on the future of institutions and the inmates residing in them.  What strategies should be employed to effect the exit of these inmates? What policies and programs need to be put in place to either lessen or phase out reliance on institutions. This multi-sectoral panel shall reflect on these questions.
The panel discussion will be initiated by Gabor Gombos, former CRPD Committee member by deliberating on the nature of the right guaranteed by article 19 and the various cross country efforts to realize it. Radhika Alkazi a leading disability policy analyst in India would take it from there to recount the policy of the Government of India on community living and the travails of upgrading one of the large institutions for persons with intellectual disabilities in Delhi, India. Poonam Natarajan, former Chairperson National Trust would recount her experiences as Chair towards programs which allowed for community inclusion and how those learnings are being relied upon in the experiments she is leading in Chennai and Kerala. Shubhda Maitra Professor at Tata Institute of Social Sciences Mumbai will share her live advocacy of supporting women housed in the  mental hospital in Mumbai to exit the hospital and make lives for themselves in the community. Nilesh Singit a leading disability rights activist will reflect on the challenges of Article 19 and what the various experiments mean to him as a person with disability. Amita Dhanda Professor of Law and Head of the Center for Disabilities, NALSAR, Hyderabad will moderate the panel.
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